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4720 E Co Rd 80 N
Butlerville, IN 47223
June 14, 1995

Dear Sirs:

I am writing in response to an article

in Jennings County, Indiana concerning ways

improve kids television shows.

First of all most of the shows that are

for adult viewing let alone children. Almost all t he shows that are

on now either have violence, sex, filthy language or aren't even fit

to watch. What happened to the good shows with good decent family

lifestyles? If this is what the American people want to watch and

have their children watch then there is something terribly wrong

wi t h today' s soc i et y •

Even the cartoons, so-called, aren't even fit for the kids to watch.

What happened to the Road Runner and Mickey Mouse?

I work in an elementary school and when you ask t he kid s what

their favorite shows are they reply, Married with Children and Bevis

and Butthead. Are these the kinds of examples we want to set for our

children~ Not only is Married with Children the filthiest show that

I h~ve ever seen, but it is on twice for the kids to view.

It is my prayer that the government or whoever is in charge

will wake up a.nd get rid of some of the filth that is now on

television and get back to some good, basic,clean,family shows •

.iWhen you do have some good shows on that are worth watching you

turn around and take them off the air.

Thank you for listening to my views.

Siucerely,
Charlo~te Daugherty
A concerned Grandmother
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HE: "MM Docket 93-48"

June 14, 1995

Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary
1919 Mst., NW
Washington, DC 20554

To Whom It May Concern:

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAl

We are writing to express our views on children's programming.
Our girls, ages 6 & 3 enjoy Barney, Shari Lewis' La.mbchops Play-a-Long,

Charlie Brown cartoons and the old Bugs Bunny cartoons. I especially like
how Barney teaches kindness, respect and love. We do not permit our children
to watch any of the new cartoons or shows geared to children. They are violent
and disrespectful to parents/adults.

We would love to see good-quality programming geared to "children", teach
ing morality, good values and respect for parentslauthority.

We feel that television is one of the most destructive forces in America
today. I'm afraid many parents allow it to be a regular teacher in their
children's lives. Television powerfully affects society.

Please work toward a goal of good, valuable television for our children
and for our society. I'm sure, if done right, television could be a good,
very positive influence in the lives of our children.

Thank you for your consideration,

Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Sabaka
129 - 34th st., NW
Canton, OR 44709
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June 13, 1995

Federal Cormnunications Commission
0Iice ofthe Secretary
1919 M Street, NW
Wuhibgton, D.C. 20554

RE: MM Docket 93-48

Dear Sirs:
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FCC MAl. ROOM

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAl

I have been monitoring children's television for three years in reference to The Children's Television
Act of 1990. As Legislative Chairperson of the South Florida Preschool PTA(Miami, Florida), I
organized a monitoring project that involved most ofour 100 members in 1993 and 1994. In May,
1993, I authored a report ofour findings and forwarded copies to you.

Now a resident of Mobile, Alabama, this spring I personally monitored this market's children's
television programming and am currently formulating a report of those findings. Attached,
however, is a chart ofthose findings.

As you can see, of the 168 hour broadcast week for ABC, CBS, NBC and FOX, overall children's
programming ranges from a high of27.5 hours (FOX) to a low of2.5 hours (NBC), which equates
to 1614% to 1.5% of their total broadcast week. Of this, I found only 1.5 hours (NBC) to 3.0
hours (FOX) to be classified as educationalJinfOrmational children's televsion pursuant to the 1990
Act This eqbates to only' 0.9010 101.8% of the total 168 hour broadcast week being devoted to
chi1dHll's edutationaVinformational programming. These figures are frightening.

In contrast, the two Mobile aired PBS stations air a 144 and 112 hour broadcast week, and of that
61.5 MUrs (36.6%) and 38.5 hours (27%), respectively, is devoted to children's television, all of
which is infonnational/educational in content.

StudiIllI show that a child will spend 19,000 hours watching TV versus 15,000 hours in the
classroom by the time helshe graduates from high school. Therefore, because television has become
such a large part of our children's lives television stations should air more children's programming
than they currently do in order that children are not exposed to adult progamming at too young an
age.

Two VIIlCeks ago, the University of Kansas' Center for Research on the Influences of Television on
ChiJdI.th issued their finding from a three year study which found that children who watched
educaditmal children's television scored better on tests than those who watched no television while
thole who watched noneducational children's programming scored worse than those who watched
no tdlMson. These dramatic I1esults should help show the importance of educational/informational
prOfJf'llllU1ling for children.

ThO_t ofthe Children's T~vision Act of 1990 was positive and I applaude the FCC for finally
~Ua step'in the right di~cction. However, the Act's definition of educational/informational
c~'s programming is too !vagUe as it currently reads.

U~tely, TV stations i¥lve been able to successfully report programs that are primarily
ent4llltldbment in content and "tent as meeting the requirements of the Act because they mention
some 8IOCial issue during the .course of the program. The stations state these serve "the child's
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cognitive/intellectual or emotionaVsocial needs." The question that must be raised is: Is that
"social" message what the child got out of the program or did they come away from the program
simply being entertained?

My suggestions to the FCC for your current consideration of adopting new rules to improve
children's television programming are:

I) 'Ibe FCC should redefine educationaVinformational children's programming so that programs
meeting this requirement clearly impart some concrete, easily recognizable form of learning or
infonnation so that the mere mention ofa social issue does not meet the Act's requirements.

2) The Children's Television Act of 1990 should be amended to require a minimum number of
hours per week of educationaVinformational children's programming. Stations should be required
to air these programs during times children are most likely to watch them, i.e. Saturday and
Sunday mornings between 8 a.m. and 12 p.m. and weekday late afternoons (not allowed to air them
at 5 and 6 a.m. Saturday morning, as they often do at present, when few children are likely to be
awake to view them).

3) The FCC should amend the Children's Television Act of 1990 to address and strictly limit and
amount and type of violence shown in children's programs. Further, programs with any violent
content should include on screen and spoken warnings of such as well as TV Guide ratings.

4) The Act should further be amended to allow classification of educationaVinformational
children's programming to be only that which is of normal program length (one half hour). While
Public Serivce Announcements and/or vignettes are positive for children, when sandwiched
amOUlJ8st commercials from companies with much bigger budgets and thus much glitzier presented
messaaes, the PSAs are often lost to the child and thus should not be allowed to serve as meeting
the mandate ofthe Act.

5) The FCC should adopt a system whereby networks receive credits for allowing their owned local
stations to air nationally, regionally or locally produced educational/informational children's
programs.

I personally am a discriminating parent when it comes to my 5 and 3 year old children watching
television. The television is on a limited number of hours a day, I select the content (which I often
videotape to watch at a more convenient time) which is primariy educational or informational in
collt:CM (I aQow only 2 shows per week of what we call "Junk TV") and I either watch the
program with my children or am close by so I can hear them and we follow them with discussions
or further related learning via books or projects. However, I am aware I am in a minority in this
action and because my children are exposed to other children I want the amount of
educational/information children's programming increased for all children's sake.

attaclwnent



CHILDREN'S TELEVISION ACT OF 1990
MOBILE, ALABAMA SURVEY
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